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Speech by Deputy Mayor Marits Bergracer 0t the reception of Shosnere Phigp Chaviin
and Mardred de Vies
Mecklingreusen o1 o8 g0

Cear Mrs. Prilpp Cravion, deer Mr de Viies deer Georg Maliers and deer Mr Wittsterrm, |
o vary plessed 1o weltome you here todey i the most beeutiful toen kel in North
::u-lhtphdh Deer Mg F;H-I'MIH senr M lll'tl'r: you both Rave your roots
inghausen [t is an honor for me 1o welcome you todey As mayor, | spesk on meny
eccanions in the city. but this I8 8 perticulerly emctionsl occasion for me todey Your familie
Fave mad to pudler muck in Reciingrousen mlﬂwlﬂgwtm
karassed pnd Seported during the Nad dctetershg. They evertuslly lost the lives in the
Nap kilong factores Actuslly, ¢ would be normal 1o turn sway from o oty where your femil,
enperienced such suffering. But fortunately, survivors have had the strength 1o return &
thir Wﬂr“hﬂhmmlﬂﬂm’*lnﬂﬂ.MMlhqi In doing se,
mmmm»mmimnmrnm In this content, |
would 990 ke 10 remember. among others. the long-time chesrman of the community, Mr.
Rolf Abrararachn. And po | o plessed thet you Reve found your wey 1o the birthplece of
your parents. The Ratery of your Zamilies is 0 warning 12 ua oll. 1t remnds U3 thet we must
rever reemain plent 00 looh paey when injuatice Rappens. [t reminds ua TRt we muat heey
preserve tolerence, mlﬂlmm-thmﬂrmﬂmmm
L iﬂnmmmmﬂﬂhrmdimnﬂuﬂmmw 8 whet our
mayce Crrptopn Tesche stends for ang what | ﬂﬁlllﬂ!l'llhlm As 0 1ocety. we
BrE COmMItIRd 10 ertur ing thet such Reinous Bcts are mever repeeted Recilingreusen
tharelore has 8 very duatinctive culture of rememibrance g commemonation n 1000, BN
the irctintve of the then mayer Wellgeng Pentldrder, verous players in the oty seciety
came together in the Alkence for Tolerance and Cwl Cournge. These renge from the
groups in the council, the ¢ children’s and youth perliement, the Chrigtian
crurches, the Socety for Chrintioniewisk Cocperaton. the trade umons and schocls to the

Iﬂhfﬂl Cwe the past tec decaden Toe allance mal Sevelcond veoul
m Lﬂmuuﬂuﬂwuﬁmmun
*ﬂll""'ﬂﬂl'ﬂl"



Ansther impertant slement is the 39 Stolperstene (stumbling bocks) thet are scattered

the city. Brass plates embedded in the sidewslk commemerate the victime of
Naz terror and ensure that Recklinghausen res-dents pause n ther everydey lives %o
rermambaer the {ate of the victims Only recently, on the intiative of our sdult education
canter, ar achion took place in whick the Stolperatene were desned throughout the oty
Maygor Chegtoph Tesche alse took part, clearng. among other things, the memensl 1tone
of the Markus family on Steinstralle, which ia aiso a:::!:u relatives. Schosls from ol
ever the Sty participated in the action. Educaton, ¢ ance and erlightenment are
IMportant keys in the Sght ageinet rac e and sencphobia That's why mary
Reciinghrausen schools mairtain an intersive and dverse rermembrance. Ech yeor, the
Socaty for Crrigtian s ewish Cocparation awerds cne schedl » the datrict with the Dr
Selg Auerback Prize for ppecial commmitment in the sree. in crder 19 draw attention to the
important topic and motivete students. Another compenent of our commemorative Sulture
I8 the criong commemarative Dock The city's website feetures the historcally prepered
biographees of pecpie whe were victims of the Neai reign of terror from 1922 %0 ey The
biography of your family. o the moat extensve that can be found in the ariine memarial
book. 't was very touching for ma to resd the e stories presented thare. At the tarme
tirne, this proiect ensures thet the fates from one of the derkest chapters of German
Rigtory oo Pot forgotten and reming vt agen 0nd s of what must Aever Fepper ager
Az thig point, | would ke to express my specel thanks to Mre. Mblers and Mr. Wittatamm
for their detaied and irtenpve ¢ . W thout wirick the memorisl beok and todey's
meetAg could not Fave taken place as they did Our messege 8 clesr together we are
dong everything we can to ensure thet Recil remaing tolerant, copmepditen,
colerful and peeceful Keeping the memery of the crimes of the Nad regpre sbwe s one of
the most important tasks we have 89 0 scciety. This is 030 true because, unfortunetely,
there ore fewer and leaer livng contergorary wineases whe car five such suthent:
peeounts of ther aupariences ;1 for enamgle, Rolf Abrshamaohn did during his rurerous
vints to schodls. And 80 it is 80 even grester hoaor for us to be sble to have you # chidren
of purvivers visit us todey. It o our duty 10 learn from the past and 1o keep the memory
#live. Out of grief and respect for the victime. 5o | thank you from the bottom of my hesrt
for coming and wish you 8 wonderful time in your parents’ Pometown!
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